Dental caries treatment pattern in 14-15-year-old school pupils attending high caries schools in north & west Belfast and their ability to recognise untreated disease.
The study examined the dental caries treatment profile of 186 14-15-year-old children in schools known previously to have a high overall caries experience, the schools being located in a high caries area of Northern Ireland. The children had a high mean number of decayed and untreated teeth. The majority of children who had untreated decay were unaware of this status and had a mean D value of 3.85. There was a significantly higher number of untreated carious teeth for children who had not attended a dentist within the past year when compared with those who had attended (mean values 4.08 and 2.54 respectively). While there were high levels of unmet needs overall it is concluded that children who had not attended the dentist for the past year had very high levels of untreated decay.